OFFICE OF RESEARCH POLICY 
NSF and NIH Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) Education Requirements 
The America COMPETES Act, signed into law in 2007, mandates training in the Responsible Conduct of Research (Section 7009).  Both NSF and NIH have published regulations implementing this requirement.


NSF Requirements and Implementation

Effective January 4, 2010, the Authorized Organizational Representative (Research Administrator) of institutions that apply for financial assistance from NSF for science and engineering research or education must certify that the institution has a plan to provide appropriate training and oversight in the responsible and ethical conduct of research to undergraduates, graduate students, and postdoctoral researchers who will be supported by NSF to conduct research.

As of January 4, 2010, all undergraduate students, graduate students and postdoctoral researchers supported by NSF to conduct research must complete Responsible Conduct of Research education prior to hire or within 60 days of a new award start date. 

Beginning with applications submitted to NSF on January 4, 2010, each PI will certify on the Internal Approval Form that all undergraduate students, graduate students and postdoctoral researchers to be supported by an NSF award will complete the VCU program of education in RCR prior to hire or within 60 days of a new NSF award. 

NIH Requirements and Implementation

NIH requires that all trainees, fellows, participants, and scholars receive support through any NIH training, career development award (individual or institutional) research education grant, and dissertation research grant must receive instruction in responsible conduct of research.  This requirement will take effect for all new and renewal applications submitted on or after January 25, 2010, and all continuation applications with deadlines on or after January 1, 2011.  This applies to the following programs:  D43, D71, F05, F30, F31, F32, F33, F34, F37, F38, K01, K02, K05, K07, K08, K12, K18, K22, K23, K24, K25, K26, K30, K99/R00, KL1, KL2, R25, R36, T15, T32, T34, T35, T36, T37, T90/R90, TL1, TU2, and U2R.   This policy also applies to any other NIH-funded programs supporting research training, career development, or research education that require instruction in responsible conduct of research as stated in the relevant funding opportunity announcements.  

As of January 25, 2010, all trainees, fellows, participants, and scholars supported through any NIH training, career development award (individual or institutional), research education grant, or dissertation research grant must complete Responsible Conduct of Research education as a part of their program.  Further guidance on the components of the NIH requirement is available at http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-10-019.html.

Each PI will certify on the Internal Approval Form that all individuals to be supported by a NIH training, career development, research education grant, or dissertation research grant award will complete an appropriate program in Responsible Conduct of Research in accordance with the NIH guidelines.

Responsible Conduct of Research Education 
The Responsible Conduct of Research curriculum includes the following topics: 
· Introduction to the Responsible Conduct of Research 
· Research Misconduct 
· Data Acquisition and Management 
· Responsible Authorship and Publication
· Peer Review 
· Mentoring 
· Conflicts of Interest 
· Collaborative Research 
· Human Subjects, Live Vertebrate Animal Subjects and Safe Laboratory Practices
· The Scientist as a Responsible Member of Society

VCU Plan
All undergraduate students, graduate students, and postdoctoral researchers supported by a NSF grant or supported by one of NIH’s training, career development, research education, or dissertation research grants must complete the web-based (CITI) training.  Those on NSF grants must complete the training within the first 60 days of employment on the grant.  
Web-based RCR training: 
· The Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) at www.citiprogram.org  provides a comprehensive basic on-line course in the responsible conduct of research for faculty, staff and students. 

To access the RCR course, go to the CITI home page, www.citiprogram.org, register or log in and choose Virginia Commonwealth University as your affiliation, find and click the link to "add a course or update your learner group."   CITI offers five discipline-specific RCR courses for you to choose from:  Biomedical Research, Social and Behavioral Research, Physical Science, Engineering, and Humanities. 

Follow the directions and check the courses you wish to complete.  You do not have to complete all of the modules at one sitting. You can log out, return, and complete them at your own pace. 

A certificate is available to print/save upon completion.  If you have any questions about the CITI website, or need assistance, please contact Post Award Manager, Office of Sponsored Programs at 828-6772 or ospaward@vcu.edu.



Additional Training Requirements

Graduate Students and Post-Doctoral Researchers appointed on NIH training, career development, research education, or dissertation research grants must also complete one of the following courses in addition to the CITI training to meet the NIH RCR education requirement.  

VCU offers multiple educational opportunities that serve to promote the responsible conduct of research (RCR) among its University Members.  Formal courses are: 

· MICR510: Scientific Integrity (1 credit; fall semester)
· CCTR690: Research Seminars in Clinical and Translational Sciences: Responsible Conduct of Research (1 credit; any semester depending on need) 

Both of these courses cover the core topics areas in RCR including authorship and publication practices, mentoring, recordkeeping and data management, subjects protection, collaborative research, and conflict of interests. Both courses involve face-to-face, student-driven case discussions in all of these topic areas and students must complete a writing assignment. MICR510 is a classroom-based course. CCTR690 is comprised of on-line instruction and classroom-based case discussions. All of these courses are open to all University Members involved in research.
 
Alternative Means to Meet the VCU RCR Requirement: 
Presentation of a certificate of completion or manuscript with grade to the Office of Sponsored Programs by a graduate student or post-doctoral fellow from an approved RCR course taken at another institution will also meet the VCU requirement for RCR training.  
If you have any questions about the RCR educational requirement, or need additional information, please contact Post Award Manager, Office of Sponsored Programs at 828-6772 or ospaward@vcu.edu.


