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Research Synopsis/Protocol
I. Title:  The Impact of a Language Immersion Seminar on Participants’ Attitudes and Knowledge of Culture
II. Investigators:

John Smith, PhD - Principal Investigator (responsible for survey

            administration and will serve as the primary contact)
Sally Jones, EdD - Co-Investigator (data analysis)
Mary Doe, MS – Student Researcher (data entry and analysis)
III. Conflict of Interest:  The investigators will not benefit from subjects’ participation or completion of this project.
IV. Hypothesis:  The purpose of this exploratory/descriptive quantitative study is to examine the impact of a language immersion program on participants’ attitudes and knowledge of language and culture compared to those who participate in a traditionally taught (i.e., meeting weekly throughout the semester) language course.
V. Specific Aims:  The proposed study will attempt to answer the following questions in order to contribute to the knowledge about future successful language immersion programs for both VCU and other institutions:
1) Do students in a language immersion class score higher on a language test than those in a traditionally taught language course? 
2) What is the impact of language immersion on students’ knowledge of language and culture compared to those in a more traditionally taught language class?
3)  Does a language immersion program impact student willingness to continue language and cultural studies to a greater degree than those in a traditionally taught language class?
VI. Background and Significance:  Language immersion programs are attracting an increasing number of students as they expand on American university campuses (Research, 2005).  They typically require students to participate in an educational program for a period of consecutive days during which they are “immersed” in the language for all activities (e.g., lunch, breaks, as well as class time) during the day. Because these programs most often offer an in-depth experience, it is argued that they are likely to encourage greater participant reflection about cultural and language similarities and differences. This reflection is likely to involve thoughts about future learning in regards to multiculturalism and linguistic diversity (Education, 2002). This study is also informed by theory and research in education which provides ample evidence that skills in a second language and desire to learn more about a culture is increased by an ongoing exposure to culture throughout intense language learning (Education, 1995).
VII. Preliminary Progress/Data Report: N/A
VIII. Research Method and Design:  This research project involves the collection of quantitative data from a pre- and post-program survey instrument, and a brief pre- and post-program language test from VCU students who participate in the summer language immersion program, and those who participate in traditionally taught language courses held during the Fall semester.   The pre-tests/surveys will be completed prior to the start of the course, and the post-test at the end of the course.  The data collection instruments have been developed by the investigators.  No other data sources will be included in the study.  Copies of all the data collection forms are attached and labeled as Appendix  XX (note: we have not included a sample survey instrument with this example, but it must be included when you submit to the IRB).  There will be approximately 300 students (25 students in each of the 6 immersion sections (N = 150 immersion students)) and 25 students in each of the traditionally taught sections (N=150 students)) who are eligible to participate.
The instructors of the classes have given permission for the investigators to use class time to introduce the study and invite participation.  It is estimated that completion of the survey and language exam will take approximately 15 minutes.  Students in the more traditionally taught classes will be told about the study at the end of the first class session (pre-survey) and at the end of the last session (post-survey), those who do not want to participate may leave the classroom or remain in their place and read.  Students in the immersion experience will be told about the study during their check-in and orientation session prior to the first day of class, and at the end of the course.  The script for introducing the study to the students is included as Appendix XX.

Students who agree to complete the pre-survey will be given the opportunity to win a $25.00 gift certificate to the VCU bookstore for their participation.  The raffles will be done separately for the 2 groups since the classes meet at different times of the year – one meets in the summer and one meets during the Fall semester.   Each group of participants will have the chance to win 1 of 3 gift certificates for their respective group -- 3 gift certificates for the 150 immersion students and 3 for the 150 traditionally taught students. There will be the same type of raffle process for the post-survey (i.e. 3 gift certificates for the 150 immersion students and 3 for the 150 traditionally taught students).  To protect confidentiality of responses, participants will be given a card to complete with their name and address so they can be entered into the raffle.  This will be dropped into a basket/box when they turn in their envelope with the research materials.   There will be no participant names on the envelopes or forms.  To allow for matching of responses among the data forms and between pre-and post, the first question on each of the forms will ask the students to write down their mother’s first name, the student’s day and month of birth, and the year they graduated from high school (Example:  Francis8121982). This will be the “code” we will use for matching. There will be no matching of participant names with this information.
There will be a cover sheet attached to the data collection instruments when they are distributed to participants (see Appendix XX).  Returning the survey will be considered evidence of consent to participate. 

IX. Data Analysis Plan:  The investigators will analyze the quantitative survey data using SPSS. Analyses will include a descriptive report of characteristics of survey participants for the immersion and traditional students, their reported satisfaction with the language program (immersion and traditional), and factors related to language and cultural experience. The exploratory research questions will be tested using paired comparisons (t-tests) for pre- and post survey data within groups (immersion and traditional) as well as comparisons between the immersion and traditional groups. Research question # 1 will be addressed by comparing the pre- and post language test scores between the immersion and traditional student groups. Similarly, research question # 2 will be addressed by comparing the pre- and post test responses to survey questions about students’ knowledge of language and culture between the immersion and traditional groups. Finally, the third research question involves a comparison of students’ responses to survey items related to their interest and willingness to be involved in additional language and cultural studies activities. Data will be aggregated and no individual level data will be reported. 
X. Data and Safety Monitoring: This research involves no more than minimal risk to participants.  There will be no participant names on the study forms and all forms will be stored in a locked file cabinet in the investigator’s office.  

XI. Multicenter Studies: N/A

XII. Involvement of Non-VCU Institutions/Sites:  N/A

XIII. Involvement of Independent Investigators: N/A

XIV. Human Subjects Instructions:

A. Description.  The population for this study includes 300 participants in VCU’s Spanish and French Language Programs that either enroll in the summer immersion program or a Fall semester section of the traditionally taught classes. The population is comprised of mostly undergraduate students (there may be a graduate student or community member who is taking one of these classes) over the age of 18.  It is not expected anyone younger than 18 will be in these courses, but it will be clear in the recruitment materials that only those 18 or over can participate.  All students who are enrolled in these classes will be asked to participate in the study.
B. Research Material. Participants’ survey responses and brief language tests will be collected specifically for this study (see Appendix XX for survey instruments note: we have not included a sample survey instrument with this example, but it must be included when you submit to the IRB). 

C. Recruitment Plan. All participants (age 18 plus) in the language classes will be invited to participate in the study.  The instructors of the classes have given permission for the investigators to use class time to introduce the study and invite participation.  It is estimated that completion of the survey, language exam, and demographic form will take approximately 15 minutes.  Students in the more traditionally taught classes will be told about the study at the end of the first class session (pre-survey) and at the end of the last session (post-survey), those who do not want to participate may leave the classroom or remain in their place and read.  Students in the immersion experience will be told about the study during the orientation session prior to the first day of class, and again at the end of the course.  The scripts for introducing the pre- and post- surveys to the students are included as Appendix XX.
D. Potential Risks. This research presents no more than minimal risk to its participants. 
E. Risk Reduction. All surveys will be completed anonymously and are returned in unmarked envelopes.  Because the nature of the survey questions is not sensitive and no identifying information is collected, this poses almost no risk to participants.  In the unlikely event one of the questions presented causes stress or anxiety to a subject, contact information for the PI is provided on the cover letter. All data will be maintained by the PI.  All data is completely anonymous, as there is no link between names and responses. Surveys will be stored in a locked file cabinet in the PI’s office.   Computer data files will be stored on a secure computer at VCU with password protection.
F. Confidentiality. All data will be maintained by the PI and is accessible to the investigators only. Survey data will not include identifying demographic data and is anonymous. 
G. Risk/Benefit. The minimal risk to participants is reasonable in relation to the benefit of increased knowledge.  The results of this study are important in understanding students’ experiences in language immersion programs and will provide vital information for future teachers.
H. Compensation Plan.  Subjects will not be compensated for participating in the study but will have the opportunity to be entered into a drawing for a gift certificate to the VCU Bookstore.
I. Consent Issues.  
1. Consent Setting.  The investigator will explain the study prior to distributing materials, and a cover letter that informs participants of the purpose of the research, the risks and benefits of the study, and assures that confidentiality will be maintained will accompany the distributed materials.  The participants’ consent to participate is implied by their completion and returning of the forms.  Contact information for the PI and the Office of Research Subjects Protection is provided on the letter to answer any questions.  
2. Comprehension. These are all VCU students and thus should be able to understand the materials.  One of the investigators will be available to answer any questions related to the study. 

3. Special Consent Provisions. None.  Capacity for consent is determined by the ability to read and complete the survey. 
4. Assent Provisions. N/A

5. Waive Assent. N/A

6. Waive Informed Consent. N/A
7. Waive Documentation of Consent. N/A
8. Genetic Testing. N/A

Script for Investigators to Introduce Study

Hello, my name is _____________.  We are conducting research to learn more about successful foreign language instruction practices in the classroom.  I’m here today to invite you to participate in this research conducted by John Smith, a foreign language professor here at VCU.  

First I will tell you more about this research and answer any questions you may have.  If you are interested in participating, I will pass out a survey and a cover letter.  Please read the introduction to the survey carefully before choosing to participate.

Today’s assessment will take approximately 15 minutes and will involve a survey about your attitudes and knowledge towards the foreign language being taught and a brief language assessment.  This survey is being given twice, once at the beginning of the semester, and again after the course is complete.  [Post-survey:  You may remember being asked to complete a similar survey at the beginning of the semester].  We do not need your name or ID number on this survey, however we will ask you to put your mother’s first name, your day and month of birth and the year you graduated from high school, on the top of the survey in order to match your responses between the pre-and post survey.  We will not be able to associate this information with your name, thus this survey is anonymous and confidential, and your responses will not be associated with you.  Your participation is completely voluntary and will not affect your grade in the class.

You may skip any question on the survey and you may stop your participation at any time.  Please use ink to fill in the survey.  Once finished, insert your survey into the plain, unmarked envelope you will receive with your survey and drop into this box.

If you choose not to participate, please feel free to leave the room, or you may choose to sit quietly at your desk.  We are asking only those over 18 years of age or older to participate.

We will be offering the opportunity to win a $25.00 gift certificate to the VCU bookstore for those who choose to participate.  These raffles occur after each survey administration at the beginning and end of the semester.  If you choose to enter the raffle, you will be given a card to fill in your name and address.  Please drop this card into the basket/box.  Do NOT place the card in the envelope with your survey materials.  

Any questions?  

If you do have questions about the survey or your rights as a research participant, there is contact information on the cover page of the survey.  Please feel free to take this cover letter with you.

Thanks for having me visit your class today!

Dear Student:

As a foreign language instructor at Virginia Commonwealth University, I am conducting a survey and brief language assessment of students enrolled in different types of language courses.  We are interested in your attitudes, experiences and knowledge gained during the course of your language class. 

If you choose to participate, we will ask you to complete a brief survey and language assessment on two separate occasions – once before the course begins and again at the end of the semester.  We expect this to take approximately 15 minutes each time.  About 300 students will be asked to participate in this research.  You are being asked to participate because you are currently enrolled in a language course at VCU.  You must be at least 18 years old to participate in this research study.
All responses are confidential and anonymous.  Your name will not be associated with your responses, but we do ask that you place your mother’s first name, your day and month of birth and the year you graduated from high school on the top of survey (example: Francis8121982).  This will allow us to match responses from the pre-class and post-class survey without using your name.  Your participation is fully voluntary and will not affect your grade in this course.  

If you choose to participate in the survey today, you will be given the opportunity to enter to win a $25.00 gift certificate to the VCU bookstore.  This raffle will include six certificates for $25.00 each.  We expect about 300 participants to be entered into the drawing.  The card you complete to be entered into the drawing will be kept separate from your survey responses and the information provided is used only to notify you if your name is drawn.  The drawing will be held in about 2 weeks.

By completing the survey, you will be contributing to information about best practices for teaching foreign languages. This information will be used to improve language instruction for students in the future.  Thank you for your time and consideration!
Sincerely,

John Smith, PhD

 If you have questions about the survey, please contact
John Smith, PhD

Language Dept, VCU

200 Mary Hall

Richmond VA 23284

804-555-1111 or js@vcu.edu

If you have any questions about your rights as a participant in this study, you may contact:

Office for Research, VCU

800 East Leigh Street, Ste 113

P.O. Box 980568

Richmond, VA  23298

Telephone:  804-827-2157
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